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The South Seas are a paradise for battle-weary Captain Jack Aubrey and ship's surgeon Stephen
Maturin. But their peace is disturbed when Stephen's fancy for a peculiar marine organism lands
him overboard. Acting in his usual headstrong fashion, Jack dives in to the rescue, unfortunately
failing to plan what will happen once they are both in the water watching the sails of the Surprise
disappear in the mist.

Reviews of the The Far Side of the World by Patrick
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Yramede
This is the Master and Commander book with the same title has the movie but it is a very different
story. I've now sailed with Jack and Stephen for 10 books and have gotten to know them pretty well.
Life at sea has been a hard life. We've had storms and a broken bowsprit, but nothing really
amazing in this journey to the far side of the world. M&C books have a variety of sailing conditions,
trips to islands, battles at sea and amazing discovery of rare species. The movie version of this had 3
sea battles. The book has a lesser battle on an island. Even a lucky captain like Jack Aubrey could
not survive 3 major sea battles in every book. He already has scars and lost much of an ear.

Kagaramar
"The Far Side of the World" is the tenth of twenty novels in Patrick O'Brian's Aubrey-Maturin series
set about the early nineteenth-century Royal Navy. It is a rollicking adventure of divers
entertainments without--and in this way it is unique among the novels up to this point--ever
featuring a significant sea battle. Those unfamiliar with the novel but have seen Peter Weir's 2003
film, "Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World" should beware that one can descry in the
movie version only the faint palimpsest of the novel.
Picking up from the last adventure, "Treason's Harbor," Jack Aubrey, after some uncertainty,
remains assigned to the frigate HMS Surprise, of which he first took command in the third novel,
and after a series of other commands returned to in the eighth installation, "The Ionian Mission."
"Treason's Harbor" ended with something of a cliffhanger, but those threads--including Aubrey's
concern that unjust if not irrational rumors that he was carrying on with a married Italian woman
aboard Surprise would end with the husband's challenging him--are rather quickly resolved or
otherwise disposed of before the present story gets underway.
In "The Far Side of the World," it's still the War of 1812 and the American frigate USS Norfolk has
been disrupting British whaling. Captain Aubrey is tasked with engaging Norfolk and so protect the
whalers. Joining him on this mission is of course his good friend and ship's surgeon, Stephen
Maturin. Aubrey also takes on a new master, Mr. Allen, who has a not inconsiderable knowledge of
the whaling trade; a clergyman, Mr. Martin, a naturalist and so kindred soul to Maturin; and Mr.
Hollum, a midshipman whose career has terminally stalled and for whom Aubrey feels, against
better judgment, sorry.
Aubrey chases Norfolk along the east coast of South America, around the perilous waters off Cape
Horn, to the Galapagos, and on to the South Pacific. Aubrey, Maturin, and crew face down a number
of challenges, including the infamous Doldrums, a prow-destroying lightning strike, a shipboard
affair, mysterious disappearances, encounters with colorful whalers, and a nearly catastrophic if yet
humorous rescue by South Sea islanders. The final pages build up to what feels like another
cliffhanger, but most readers will find the conclusion very satisfying.
If the series felt like it was flagging a few installments back, this novel shows that the series has
abundant energy left. There are plenty of tropes repeated from earlier novels that will delight fans
of the series, and yet there is also considerable freshness to these new adventures that will tickle
the fan and new reader alike.
Ustamya
Patrick O'Brian's characters get bigger and bigger. They are very funny. The stories are written so
cleverly that you feel empathy with each person, despite opposing points of view. The detail is
fascinating. I do not have much knowledge of the British Navy, but I know much more now. As much
as the author loves the life, he is able to portray its tremendous abuses with clarity. I look forward
to each novel and the resolution to some of the ongoing problems each of the major players. Spies,
love affairs...or not, battles, the money chase, corruption,miraculous medical recoveries, addiction.
This series is a fantastic read.
Natety
Every Patrick O'Brien novel - especially all of the Aubrey Maturin series - should be required
reading for anyone who loves a great story with compelling characters, adventure, suspense and
just the slightest touch of romance. Add to that that they are steeped in actual history - based on the
logbooks of the RN captains who sailed in the era about which he writes - these are history lessons
in the most entertaining form imaginable. Highest recommendation i could possibly give.

Rindyt
If you have seen the movie, the movie combined story lines from several of this series, including this
one. I highly recommend you go to the first book in the series, Master and Commander.As you read
through all 20 books of the series, you will recognize scenes and characters from them cobbled
together into the movie.
Over the course of six months, I read the entire Aubrey/Maturin series by Patrick O'Brien. It never
got old. O'Brian cleverly tells you details of 18th-19th century British naval life by having the
experienced characters, who would never need to explain this to each other, explain this to the
complete nautical novice of Dr. Maturin. There is rich contrast between characters who have known
each other for some time, some as intimate friends, or between members of family, and the
interesting, and occasionally untrustworthy strangers they come upon, all against the grand portrait
of major historical events.
Having not only an interest in history, but in science as well, it's enjoyable to see Dr. Maturin's
frustration with old salt's superstitions and snake oil medicine even while his own understanding of
science, medicine, and natural history would be seen as archaic and primitive by our perspective.
The contrast between the sizable life-loving, highly social if occasionally clueless Jack Aubrey with
his quiet, private, highly observant and often sang-froid friend is one of the best parts of this series.
We get to see the best and worst of each of them, bolster and weighed down by the different best
and worst of the other.
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