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As the British and their allies enjoy society in 1815 Brussels, Lieutenant Colonel Richard Sharpe
discovers that a powerful French army is approaching and that an epic confrontation at Waterloo is
inevitable

Reviews of the Sharpe's Waterloo by Bernard Cornwell

Malann
As to be expected from such a successful fiction author, Waterloo is an easy-to-read book whose
narrative helps make sense of a very confusing battlefield. Cornwell does a great job of not only
setting the strategic and operational stage, helping us understand Wellington, Blucher, and
Napoleon, but also weaving in personal anecdotes of the soldiers who fought and died on the
battlefield.
Waterloo, as can be imagined in a battle its size, was confusing. Many accounts contradict each
other or, at least, can't agree on the timing and sequence of events. Cornwell addresses many of the
key disconnects and lays out what he believed happened all while telling a story. When it's done you
can begin to feel how the battle flowed, not in neat phases but as a series of often overlapping
events played out over the battlefield. In this the storyteller comes to the fore because he's able to
weave together a variety of multiple events, perspectives, and people in such a way that you see the
whole and not the part. It's not just a story of the British or Prussian or French armies, or the
common soldier, or the three great leaders. In the end it's a story about how that all came together.
In this Cornwell was able to rely on the original work of historians - Cornwell's strength in this book
is not original research, there's nothing new historically, but what makes his book worth reading is
the way he painlessly tells the tale in a very understandable manner.
If I had one complaint, and it's a relatively small one, it's that he switches between the past and
present tenses in his writing, sometimes within the same paragraph. I think he periodically switched
to the present tense to try to increase the immediacy of what he was describing, but, for me, it
tended to interrupt the moment; rather than staying caught up in the story, it reminded me I was
reading a book.
If you're familiar with some of the post-war finger-pointing among the allies you'll understand, after
reading the book, Cornwell's conclusion that, "The battle of Waterloo was an allied victory. That was
how it was planned and that was how it turned out. Wellington would never have made his stand if
he thought for one moment that the Prussians would not let him down. Blucher would never have
marched if he thought Wellington would cut and run."
This is one of those books that I still recommend even if you're familiar with Waterloo. Cornwell's
ability to tell a story really pulls together the historical elements in a way that allows understanding.
Jerdodov
As someone who does not know much of Wellington, Napoleon, or Europe in the 1800s, "Waterloo" was a complete introduction to me of
one of the greatest battles of all time. And Bernard Cornwell's account is magnificent.
This book was enjoyable to read. It flowed well from beginning to end. Descriptions of the battle were detailed, colorful, and gory (it is war,
what do you expect?). Cornwell captures the readers imagination. He also includes many quotations and first person accounts--giving a true
sense of what it was like to be there. Brilliant paintings and maps fill the pages giving the reader much to visualize the battle as it is laid out
before him (this was a hard copy). I find it difficult to visualize battle movements when solely based on textual descriptions, so the detailed
and vibrant maps vastly contributed to my reading experience.
What I appreciate most of Cornwell may not even be his story telling prose--but how accessible his information is. The most clueless
Waterloo amateur (like myself) will not be left in the dark long. Cornwell's writing will bring anyone up to speed on the basics of Napoleonic
warfare: What is a column? What is a square? What is a line? And what are the advantages of each formation? Why would people march in
massive columns in the open and willingly shoot each other? He describes what affect the musket, the cannon, and the horse had on 1800s
tactics. He spends much paper discussing the leaders: Wellington, Napoleon, Blucher, Ney. Anyone can read this and very quickly
understand the times, the tactics, and the battle itself.
I learned much of Napoleon and his arrogance which I believe came back to bite him. He believed that he was near invincible, attacking two
armies that together almost doubled his own strength. He delegated much power to his Marshalls (why?!) who time and time again broke
clear rules of engagement. Wellington in contrast was very much involved in the battle--his calm and steady countenance exuded
confidence. His troops took heart in brilliant displays of courage and (spoiler alert) withstood to win the day. The Prussian General
Blucher's persistence after getting whipped earlier also contributed to the eventual defeat of The Emperor. There is much strength in unity.
If I was picky I would wish that Cornwell would have summarized key events a little more. Instead of simply describing the facts and giving
quick real time analysis, I would have appreciated Cornwell to have stepped back from the battle to elaborate on the significance of each
moment more frequently. Part of me is left wondering--actually how important was the holding of Hougemont or how important was the
charge of the Royal Scott Greys in the overall picture of the battle? Cornwell does well to say that understanding Waterloo is near
impossible as war (and this battle in particular) is chaos. There are many contradictory accounts over what happened and where it
happened and when it happened. Even so, I feel that he could have summarized the key events more.
But that is a small thing in the big picture as all in all I found this book masterful. Before I read this I had no understanding of the people
and events of Waterloo, and now I know more than most. That is why I read books! I recommend this book to anyone who enjoys learning
history and events that have shaped our world. Enjoy.

Tojahn
As a US History major I never studied the European wars in much detail. When doing work in
Europe drove by the battlefield, but since I was late for a meeting just paused. A small area, sloping
hills. Did not realize how much I missed until reading this book. Not only is it about the battle, but
also how Napoleon returned from exile, the alliances in 1815. and the effects of this battle on the
peace of Europe for many years.
The explanations of how the various units operated finally gave me a good understanding of the way
war was found in the early 1800's and carried forward in our War Between the States. Squares,
lines, Calvary charges, lancers, and type of artillery have new meaning to me after reading the book.
Although knowing the final outcome, Cornwell is able to keep the suspense of how it happened.
Such a large number of men and horses in a small area, close fighting, hand to hand, and personal
accounts of death and wounding, and of loss and victory provide a sober view of the wars of the era.
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